Fim Hi “POR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
A Familiar Conversation between St. Paul 
and his. Pupil. 


Pupil. Most divinely favoured saint, with pro- 
found respect, and with earnest solicitude, | 


hambly ask, what led you to state the question 
recorded in your epistle to the Romans, at the 
first verse of the sixth chapter ? 


Paul. Dear child, 1 pity you and thousands 
of others, whe frequently fail of understanding 


such writings into chapters; for it is frequently 
the case that such divisions mutilate the theme 
of inspiration in such a manner. that what be- 


gins a chapter cannot be understeod without death of Jesus Christ? 
reference to what goes before. But people in 


general think when they begin a chapter they 
begin a subject. But, beloved pupil, if you 


- will patiently examine my epistie to the Ko- 


mans, from beginning to end, and compare the 


several parts, you will, unquestionably, be satis- 


fied, not only concerning the question you have 


now stated, but also in relation to many other 
things, which are generally misunderstood. As 
to my question which begins the sixth chapter, 
If you go 
back to the two last verses of the preceding 


I will briefly explain the subject. 


chapter, you will there read ; ‘* Moreover, the 


law entered that the offence might abound: but 


where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound: that as sin hath reigned unto death, 


even so might grace reign through righteous- 


mess unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Now when! wrote this all important truth, I 
well knew what carnal-minded mea would ob- 


ject, and therefore I stated their question my-| 


self. Carnal mindedness, to which my brethren 
at Rome were very much inclined, being in love 
with sin, would naturally reply to my statement, 
and contend for continuing in sin that grace 
might abound. I therefore not only stated the 


- objection, but gave the answer: “ God-forbid. 


How shall we that are dead to sin live any 
longer therein 2” 

. Pupil. 1 am now satisfied why you stated the 
question in the first verse: it embraces the ob- 
jection which those make io that justification 
unto eternal life, which you had before stated, 
who, being ignorant of God’s righteousness are 
striving to establish their own. But | find, in 
your reply to the question, another question 
stated, which I must humbly beg you to expiain. 
You say, ‘¢ How shail we that are dead to sin 
live any longer therein?” How shall | under- 
stand you to mean, that you and your Roman 
brethren were dead to sin? 

Paul. This, my dear pupil, I explained to 
them, as you read in the words which follow 
the question. ‘ Know ye not, that so many of 
tised into his death? 'Cherefore we are buried 
with him by é 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in new- 
ness of life. 
gether in the likeness of bis death, we shall be 


forth the death of all mankind, and that his re- 
us as were baptised into Jesus Christ were bap-/surrection set forth the resurrection of all man- 


baptism; that like as Christ was|Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
first fruits of them that slept. For since by aot 
came death, by man came also the resurrection 
or if we have been planted to-| of the dead. 


| Christ shall all be made alive.” 
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also in the likeness of his resurrection: know- 
ing this, that our old manis crucified with him, 
| that the body of sin being destroyed, that hence- 
forth we should not serve sin. For he that»is 
dead is freed from sin” Is ‘there any thing in 


‘this reasoning, my dear pupil, which you do not 


‘understand ? a4 
| Pupil. Am I right, great Apostle, in under- 
standing you to mean the death of the body, 
‘when you speak of the death of Jesus Christ ? 


,condescended to die on the cross. 

; Pupil. But, dear teacher, how were you and 
‘your Roman brethren baptised into the literal 
Did you literally die ? 
Paul. No, dear pupil, we did not literally 
of our Lord, by the spirit of faith. By this 
| spirit of faith we believed according to-my ge- 
,neral argument, and especially according to 
what you read in this epistle, in the fourth chap- 
ter, as follows: ‘+ For we say that faith was 
reckoned te Abraham for righteousness, * * * 
And therefore it was imputed to him for right- 
eousness. Now it was not written for his sake 
alone that it was imputed to him; but for us 
also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe 
on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the 
dead; who was delivered for our offences, and 
was raised again for our justification.” The 
death of our Lord was the great sin offering, 
.which abolished sin and death; and his resur- 
rection from the dead was our justification unto 
eternal life. And by this death and resurrec- 
‘tion was fulfilled the promise made to Abra- 
‘ham, that in his seed all nations should be 
‘blessed, as I told the people at Antioch, as you 
read in the 13th of Acts, in these words ; ‘¢ And 
'we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the 
_promise which was made unto the fathers, God | 
‘hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in 
that he hath raised up Jesus again.” With this 
you will find to harmenise my whole argument 
on this subject; especially notice the last verse | 
in chapter iv. and the eighteenth in the follow- 
ing chapter ; **Who was delivered for our offen- 
ces, and was raised again for our justification. 
| Therefore, as by the offence of one judgment! 
;came upon all men unto condemnation; even so, 
iby the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
| upon all men unto justification of life.” Now, ! 
dear pupil, to make myself the better under- 
‘stood, I will talk to you of myself. When I met, 
i with our blessed Lord, when on my way to Da-| 
mascus; when it pleased him, whom | perse-! 
‘cuted, to reveal himself to me, and to work the | 
work of faith in me, I was then baptised into his | 
death, by faith; t believed that his death.set 


kind, as { stated in i Cor. xv. “ But now is 


For as in Adam all die, even so in| 


die; but we were baptised into the literal death} 


By these | 


hints you will understand what I mean by being 
baptised into Christ’s death. And as death 
abolishes the earthly Adam, which is the body 


oma 


of sin, so I remarked, as a. general maxim, “ For 


he that is dead is freed from sin.” And this you 
will perceive I intended, not only to enlighten 
my Kkeman brethren into an understanding of 


‘the doctrine of Christ, but also to show them, 
| that as our faith had baptised us into that death, 
} which puts an end to sin, it was entirely incon- 


| Paul. Most certainly, my dear pupil, for | gruous with our faith, that we should serve sin, 


what hath been written by inspiration for man’s whenever | speak of the death of our Lord, I 
instruction, in consequence of the division of mean the death which, he, in infinite mercy, 


or allow it to reign in our mortal bodies, to ful- 
filit in the lusts thereof. ’ 

Pupil. 1 acknowledge myself enlightened by 
the harmony of your writings, mast excellent 
Apostle. And yet I pray to be further indulged. 
When you say, in the 7th verse of Rom. yi. 
“ For he that is dead is freed from sin,” do you 
mean it asa general maxim ? ge ; 

Paul. Most certainly, beloved pupil, and this 
you would have easily understood, if you had 


carefully regarded the whole chain of mby rea- 


soning. Cast your eye along until you come to 
the first of the 7th chapter, where I say ; “* Know 
ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know 
the Jaw) how that the law hath dominion over 
aman as long as he liveth.” Now as there 
can be nomputation of sin, only by the: law, 
and as the law has no dominion over aman who 
is dead, he that is dead is freed from sin, and 
freed from the law, by which alone is the 
knowledge of sin. And this | illustrated to my 
Roman brethren, by the similitude of a man and 
his wife. ‘For the woman which hath an 
husband, is bound by the law to her husband so 
long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, 
she is loosed from the law of ber husband,” so 
that she would be no adulteress though she were 
married to another man. I then applied my 
similitude to show my brethren, that they had 
become dead io the law by the body of Christ, 
so that it was lawful for them to marry to him, 
in his resurrection state, and bring forth spirit- 
ual fruit unto God. 


Pupil. Venerable Apostle, | have always un- 
derstood you to mean, that he that is dead to 
sin is freed from sin, when you say, ** For he 
that is dead is freed from sin.” Will you con- 
descend to point out to me wherein what you 
wrote on this subject, will not bear this con: 
struction as well as the other ? 


Paul. Yes, beloved pupil, this you willsee at 
once, if you duly notice, that I all along predi- 
cate our death to sin, on the literal death of our 
Lord. Look at the sixth verse, which immedi- 
ateiy precedes my maxim, “ For he that is dead 
is freed from sin.” Knowing this, that our 
old man is crucified with him, that the body. of 
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we 
should not serve sin.” When our Lord was 
crucified, his death set forth the entire destruc- 
tion of the earthly Adam, our old man, the body 
of sin, as | express again in the tenth verse; 
“For in that he died, he died unto sin once; 
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.” That 
you may see yet more clearly this point of your 
query, make a serious effort to understand my 
argument without this my maxim. Suppose 


= 


thes that a aman my be dead, ttersily, dae not t freed Sear’ 
ala. What follows? It follows that although Christ 
died, he might not be freed from sin. What further fol- 
lowat It follows further, that although we were, by 
faith, baptised into his death, we were not freed from sin 
thereby. For if death did pot free our Lord from sin, our 
being baptived into his death could not free us from sin. 
But I asserted, as before observed, in verse 10, ‘In that 
he died, he died unto sin once ; but in that he liveth, he 
liveth unto God.’? And when I asserted, that he died 
unto sin, in that he died, I did it on my general maxim, 
* For he that is dead is freed from sin.’’ 


_ Pupil. I acknowledge, most excellent Apostle, that I 
should be entirely unable to make sense of your argument, 
without your maxim, which now appears clearly to be 
the foundation of it, giving it ample support. But if I 
may be further indulged, I desire to ask, how our blessed 
Lord, who never consented to commit any sin, could be 
said to die unto sin, in that he died ? 


Paul. Our blessed Lord, my beloved pupil, died unto 
sin, in that he died, by putting off that body, in which he 
was tempted in all points as we are. His literal body ! 
was of the earth, and was earthly, as are our bodies ; and 
while he lived he had to contend with temptations. And 
‘although his life was immaculate, yet was his body mor- 
tal, and subject to all the infirmities that ours are subject 
to, as well as to death. When, therefore, he died, the 
whole earthly Adam was put off, and an end made of sin, 
by abolishing that earthly constitution, in which sin has 
its only existence. 

Pupil. If, great Apostle, I have now a cotreet under- 
standing of your argument, you intended to dissuade your 
Roman brethren from an indulgence in sin, by @ lively 
sense of the fact, that all sin is put away by the death of 
Christ, that a state of divine purity is embraced in the 
hope of him who believeth in Jesus, and that this hope is 
of a purifying nature. But as far as I am acquainted with 
the general sentiment of those who call themselves Chris- 

_ tiagsy in the present day, the belief of the continuance of 
, sin ia a future state of existence, is much relied on asa 
means of producing holiness of life in this world; and 
.such as believe and teach, that sin will continue world 
without end, are persuaded that their belief is the only one 
which can safely guard against wickedness in the present 
life. And as far as I am acquainted with the history of 
the church for many centuries, this sentiment has pre- 
vailed. 

Paul. Well, my beloved pupil, as the history of the 
‘church furnishes you with the knowledge of the sentiment 
you state, so also does this history inform you concerning 
the degrees of moral holiness which have been attained 

’ by the influence of sucha faith. When I drew that re- 

* volting picture of human depravity, which you find in the 
forepart of my epistle to the Romans, I founda subject 
which required the extent of my mind and the learning of 
my pen todo it justice ; and were I now commissioned 
to describe the corruptions, the frauds, the cruelties, and 

general wickedness which have prevailed wherever this 
antichristian doctrine has predominated, it would require, 
if possible, deeper shades and more crimson dies to set it 
jn its true character. If, my son, you areacquajnted with 
your own heart, you must know that a baptism into the 
death of Christ, which is a death to sin, and a lively hope 
of immortality and eternal life, which. are brought to light 
through the gospel, are the only means of giving you the 
yietory over the sin that dwelleth in you. I leave, there- 
fore, the same advice with you, which I deemed profitable 
to my Roman brethren: ‘For ia that he died he died unto 
sin once; but in that he liveth, heliveth untoGod, Like- 
wise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto Ged through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let 
not sin, therefore, reign in your mortal body, that ‘ye 
should obey 1t in the lusts thereof.’’ H. B. 


Mr. Sheldon Finne, of Delhi, N. Y. was lately crushed 
to death by the falling of part of a frame he was assisting 
in raising. He was a young man, and but lately married. 


YOR THE MAGAZINE, 
REMARKS 
On Christ's Resurrection the third day. 


Is Jesus Christ risen from the dead? If it could be 
proved that he has not, all hope of future existence or 
happiness to man, is forever perished. But no fact, since 
the creation of the world, is established by such abundant 
evidence as this, and hence his hope of both is certain. 
The scriptures in speaking of Christ’s resurrection take 
particular notice of his rising the third day. On this cir- 
cumstance I shall only offer a few brief remarks. The 
reader, whose delight is in the law of the Lord, may find 
it for his edification to turn to the passages to which I shall 
refer, but for brevity omit quoting. By consulting them 
he will see all the instances where Christ’s resurrection 
the third day is mentioned in the New-Testament, and 
how, and on what occasions it is introduced by the writers. 

Our Lord’s rising from the dead the third day, wasre- 
peatedly predicted by himself to his disciples, Matt. xvi, 21, 
xvii. 23, and xx. 19. Mark ix. 81, and x. 34. Luke ix. 
22, and xviii.38. Mark viii. 31. It is evident from these 
texts with their contexts, that such a prediction was neither 
well understood, nor very pleasant tidings to the disciples. 
But Jesus also alluded to this fact, in a discourse with the 
unbelieving Jews, when he said, *‘ destroy this temple, and 
in three days I will raise it up.”? John ii. 19, and verse 2}. 
To this saying his enemies alluded, and made it a ground 
of accusation against him on his trial, if trial it might be 
called. Matt. xxvi.61. Mark xiv 58. Those also who 
passed by, insulted him with this saying while he hung on 
the cross. Matt. xxvii. 40, Christ’s enemies remember- 
ed, that during his life he had said that he would rise on 
the third day, and hence'made the sepulchre sure, to pre- 
vent the possibility of imposition, Matt. xxvii. 63, But 
the Jews might have saved themselves this trouble, for the 
disciples so fat from thinking of removing Christ’s body 
from the tomb, and then saying he had risen from the dead, 
had forgotten that Christ had said to them that he would 
rise the third day. Accordingly the angels at the sepul- 
chre had to call to their remembrance what Jesus had said 
during his life about this. Luke xxiy.5—9. Had they 
understood, and constantly believed our Lord’s declara- 
tions about his rising the third day, it would have prevent- 
ed their dejection of spirits, and complainings during the 
period which elapsed between his crucifixion and resurrec- 
tion. See Luke xxiv, 21. When the fact of his resur- 
rection was fairly established, gloom and despondency were 
dispelled. 

The resurrection of Jesus from the dead was not only 
the grand article in the apostles’ preaching, but that he rose 
the third day is particularly mentioned. It behoved Christ 
not only to suffer and to rise from the dead, but it also be- 
hoved him to rise the third day. Luke xxiv. 46. This 
the apostles were commanded to teach, and of this they 
were to be witnesses tothe world. Verses 47,48. Com- 
pare also Acts x. 39413. It was not only true that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, that he 
rose from the dead according to the scriptures, but also 
that he rose the third day according to the scriptures. 
1 Cor. xv. 34. The scriptures to which Paul here refers 
I conceive is the Old Testament. These writings are re- 
peatedly quoted in the New, shewing, that Christ” $ resur- 
rection was foretold by the prophets. See Actsii and xiii. 
Bat no place that recollect in the New, points out that 
the resurrection of Jesus on the third day was predicted by 
the prophets. The case of Jonah in the whale’s belly, is 
to be sure referred to by our Lord, and was an emblem of 
his being three days and nights in the heart of the earth: 
But this seems too general to warrant the strong explicit 
language of Paul, that Christ rose the third day according 
to the scriptures. It has therefore been thought by some, 
that Hosea vi. 1, 2, expressly predicts this, though it is 
concealed by the present translation. The following trans- 
lation and paraphrase has therefore been given ofit. By 
setting aside the Masoretic pointing, and reckoning the 
Nun paragogical, which any person who has looked 
through a grammar knows to be a common case, the plural 
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is cused into tert staguder number, and the passage ais 
thas. * Come, let us (back sliding sinners) return to the 
Lord: for He hath torn, and He will heal ue: He heth 
smitten, and He will bind us up.”” And on what founda- 
tion does the assured hope of the prophet rest, that God 
will be so gracious tovinnérs? After two days will He 
revive Hina (i. e. the Messiah who was delivered for our 
offences); in the third day He (the father) will raise Him 
up: And we (in consequence of his being raised for our 
justification) shall live in his sight. Then shall we know, 
if we follow on to know the Lord, (i. e. the Messiah) his 
going forth is prepared as the morning: He shall come to 
us as the rain, as the latter and former rain upon the earth.’” 
These remarks, if found correct, throw light on Paul’s de- 


claration, that Christ rose from the vl third day ace 


cording to the scriptures: and give a ess and force 
of meaning to the words of Hosea, which in the common 
version they do not convey. That they are not contradicted 
but corroborated by all the texts referred to above, where 
our Lord’s resurrection on the third day is spoken of, will 
not be questioned. But the reader may judge for himself, 
as these hints are only suggested for consideration, which, 
if found true, tend to give a clearness and precision to the 
scriptures not commonly noticed, and that relative to the 
most important fact since the foundation of the world. 
Ww. B. 


TRACTS, 
FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
MESSRS. EDITORS, 

Permit me to call your attention to a very general 
practice of distributing sectarian tracts in Sunday Schools ; 
one of which and not the most objectionable is an ephe- 
meral production of the Andover mint, called ‘* Univer- 
salism Exposed.’? It may be squeamishness, but I can- 
not but regret the mistaken zeal, that endeavours to poi- 
son a youthful mind, with prejudices and false ideas such 
as this book is calculated to excite. It pretends to de- 
scribe the dying moments of two “ professed universal- 
ists,” who the tract informs us have received a good edu- 
cation, were possessed of discriminating minds, and were 
in every respeet moral and uncommonly amiable ; after 
attentively reading the Scriptures, they became decidedly 
attached to the doctrine of universal salvation ; neither of 
them betrayed at the dying hour any doubts or misgivings 
of his not having been an honest and consistent chris- 
tian according to his belief of Christian duties; but~ they 
found wniversalists could not be saved. 

Are such feelings or stories calculated to excite proper 
sentiments in the minds. of our children? Are they 
to be told that however strict in the duties of life, howev- 
er moral or amiable they may be, however deeply they 
search for the truth, however impartially decide or honest- 
ly believe, howeyer confident may be their religious hope, 
however conscience May approve, or their own heart at- 
test the fervor and devotion of their minds ; still if they 
believe in the unbounded love and goodness of God ; if 
in theoretical creeds they differ from the ‘‘ favoured few’? 
who pretend to see into the order of God’s works, and 


‘portion his merey or vengeance at their will, then the 


writhings of despair will be upon their death beds, the 
horrors of guilt haunt their dreams, and the power of an 
offended Deity be their waking vision ; that their last mo- 
ments shall be wretched, and wher the blood Shall chill, 
and the last convulsive sigh shall heave, and life cease 
to flicker—they shall ‘sink to shame and deep despair ?”* 
Man is so constituted that no two ean hardly be found 
who agree in every speculative theory: shall we then 
teach our children to love and reverence a just and wise 
being, by telling them he created men so that they cannot 
agree in every point, and still punish them because they 
do not? Names are nothing ; or at most but mere appel- 
latives. Men may apply to the Deity all the great, good 
and benevolent epithets eur danguage contains ; if they 
delineate his character, (and every one’s character must 
be estimated by his actions) as stamped with one of the 
most detestable vices human nature is afflicted with—in- 
consistency ; nay more, if if is such as would not only de- 
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grade man, ‘at lotion a proper niisootasictin int. ingaroad 

beings, ignorance may bow, superstition may bend, fana- 
“tics may worship and strive to propagate ; but it is not 

the religion of the lowly Jesus. I may be pointed to the 
\ splendid temple of the Most High, to the oracle surround- 
éd with mystery,to the altar which smokes with the ineense 
of blood ; but these are not erected to the God I worship. 
I am far from being opposed to Suuday Schools ; on the 

- contrary, I believe they may be productive of much good ; 
they are a powerful engine in ameliorating the condition 
of the common classes ; bui like a powerful engine when 

‘managed by skilful persons it produces good ; when con- 

ducted by the unskilful, produces evil and creates con- 

fusion. 

_. Many are the squalid huts that on a Sunday have sent 
their ragged. tenants to become members of these institu- 
tions»; here atleast to obtain some glimmering of know- 
_ledge instead of roaming about the wharves, and becom- 

ing versed not merely in the rudiments but the perfection 
_ of vice: for.this thev have my support ; but I protest 
‘against infusing proselytism into every undertaking from 

the mission to the Sunday School. Is it right thus to in- 
. sinuate contention in the breast of infancy? Is it what 
as guardians of the public morals (and it is the duty of eve- 

‘ty member of the community to watch over those morals) 

we should approve? Isit what as Parents we should 

sanction? or what as liberal and honest Christians we 
should encourage ? m > 

You are a Universalist, said one child to giothier a day 
or two since. You area Methodist, saidthe other. You 
will perish, says one, I am the elect.. You will be damn- 
ed eternally, says the Methodist, while the charitable 


quaker stands by and pronounces them all ‘children of 


“the devil.*’ 
diffuse, 

If the enaifiain gs moments of. childhood are thus poison- 
ed by these deadly prejudices, what will be the effect when 
these feelings ‘* growing with their g,owth and strength- 
ening with their strength,’’ shall disclose themselves in 
the ambition and interested vigour of manhood? It is 
the same spirit that immured thousands of victims in the 
cells of the inquisition, that triumphed in frantic madness 
at the f4uto da fe ; that was the strong hold of supersti- 
tion in the old world, and will if the intemperate exer- 
tions of its prommlgators are permitted to succeed, destroy 
the prosperity of the new. It is true, public opinion and 
the enlightened views of society may not permit it again 
to rage in such demoniac terror as it has done ; but are 
its baneful effects, withering the best feelings of the heart, 
to be the less shunned? Are the teachers of our youth 
the less culpable for seeking every opportunity to infuse 

_ its narrow, prejudiced and contracted feelings among the 
children we have placed in their care ? 
Yours; 


This is slay epi these sectarian pamphlets 


Z. 


From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 


To the Christian Public. 
(Continued from-page 19.) 


And first, to get the attention of my opposers, I will 
suppose a case for them. Suppose an outlandish high- 
wayman falls into the hand of the civil authority, is con- 
victed of murder and robbery, and is sentenced according 
to law. The few days that intervene between the trial 

~ and execution, he is blessed with the labors of orthodox 
clergymen, and they go with him to the place of execu- 
tion. There they labor and expostulate with him, and 
lift up their hands to hea-en for him, till. at length, just 
before the fatal moment stays his breath, he is brought to 
fall at the Sayiour’s feet, and receives the application of 
that blood which cleanseth from all sin. What have my 
opposer’s to say of that man’s future state? Do they be- 
lieve that he will be punished in the coming world? They 
do not. For when aman has come to repentance, and 
embraced the Saviour, he receives, they believe, forgive- 
ness of sins, and condemnation from the divine law con- 
 taues nolonger, If then he is not punished in a future 
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state, Soap is te visiaied They must admit that this|been, neither believing nor denying that some parental 


great sinner was punished in the earth, or else suppose 
that he never has beer, nor ever will be, punished at all. 


They must therefore either be found in agreement with) in this. 


me, or else in opposition to the scriptures of truth, which 
declare that God ‘will render to every man according to 
his deeds.’? I shall soon notice this case again for another 
purpose, but will now pass on to hear a case stated by 
some limitarians. Let us have the one stated by Justus, 
in his last published communication to me. 


‘« Suppose that a man, calling his name Covington, en- 
ters the house of one Col. Sharp, and with malice pre- 
pense in his heart, plunges a deadly weapon into the 
Colonel’s bosom, and then, quick as thought, buries the 
same weapon in his own heart, and both of them expire 
at the same moment.’? Now the question is, what real 
danger can I present, to warn men against such a ljne of 
conduct ? It is truly strange that any reasonable person 
should present such a scene of wo as this, into which a 
man has plunged himself by indulging in a course of sin ; 
advancing in iniquity, and growing in misery, until tor- 
ment wrecks his brain, deranges his mind, changes the 
course of nature, and turns man upon himself his own de- 
streyer ; while on the other hand, wisdom’s way would 
have been found a way of pleasantness and peace ;—and 
then ask, how I can, ‘as a preacher of the gospel, warn 
such characters’? of ‘ the great loss which they sustain, 
while they continue in the darkness of unbelief ; and the 
dreadful judgments which they expose themselves to by 
pursuing the paths of vice.” 


I should think that Justus himself, in the very case 
which he has brought forward, has succeded in presentiug 
a dreadful judgment, as a warning against an indulgence 
in sin.” On reading his supposed case, the law of associa- 
tion brings to mind the real dangers by which St. Paul, 
in the 1st of Romans, warned his brethren against sinfully 
abusing the privileges they enjoyed. To impress upon 
their minds the real dangers, he set before them the 
dreadful judgment which other people were suffering in 
consequence of sinful indulgencies+—** Receiving in them- 
selyes that recompense of their errors which was meet. 
And even as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to 
do those things which are not convenient ; being filled 
with all unrighteousness, maliciousness, full of envy, 
murder, debate, malignity ; without understanding, cove- 
nant breakers, without natural affection,’’ &c. 

Hence it appears that when people abuse the light and 
privileges with which they are favored, the way whereby 
they are sometimes punished, is to be given over ‘‘to a 
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not con- 
venient,”’ and in doing which they ‘‘ receive in them- 
selves that recompense of their errors which is meet.’’ 
This appears to be often the case with those whe are left 
to commit the unnatural deed of self-murder. It appears 
to be a miserable end to which they come as a further 
punishment for abuse of former opportunities, and an ha- 
bitual indulgence in sin. Such are all the suicides, of 
which I have now a recollection, recorded in scripture. 
They are written as an admonition unto us, being the 
miserable consequences of indulgence in sin, And I find 
no dificulty in warning men against a course of conduct, 
which may lead to a result that is reckoned in itself one 
of the greatest and most terrible of judgments. 

Now, that Justus’s Covington was ‘‘ recompensed in 
the earth,’’ is evident, both from scripture and com- 
mon sense. But to decide whether he is, or is not, pun- 
ished in a future state, we must decide whether the ex- 
treme miseries which he suffered in sin, the pains of his 
miserable death, and the display of divine power which 
brings him to find himself in another state of existence, 
do, or do not, prove sufficient to bring him << to himself,”’ 
and, together with other means, throw him at his Saviour’s 
feet. If they do, he will need no further punishment to 
subdue him ; if not, further chastisement may be necessa- 

ry. And as the scriptures do not, to my understanding, 
decide this question, you find me where I have al) along 


—— 


chastisement will be administered in another world, as 
a means to aid in subduing those who are not subdued 
But if it should turn out that the sinner is so sub- 
dued as that he is thrown upon the Saviour’s arm, and re- 
ceives his grace, immediately upon his entering a future 
state, then, says Justus, the assassin’s ‘‘ danger to which 
his sin exposes him, is the danger of meeting with an in- 
stantaneous transition from a scene of blood and carnage 
to a state of subjection and reconciliation to Christ him- 
self.”? But he cannot think that. I would “ so torture 
our mother tongue, as to call such a change a righteous 
retribution, or the danger to which wicked men expose 
themselves.’? But what is the amount of all this collec- 
tion of words? Has there ever a sentence come from 
my mouth or my pen, from which it could be inferred 
that the change which will make a man happy is merely 
the passing out of this world into some other? No: the 
only change that I know of which will make a sinner hap- 
py; is a transition from sin, into a state of holy reconcilia- 
tion to God. And that a ‘righteous retribution’’ is 
sometimes made the means of aiding to such a transition, 
no denomination of Christians will dispute. All Christ- 
ians believe that punishments upon transgressors are some- 
times made the means of bringing about a favorable change 
of character. What then? Are they all chargeable with 
making out that this favorable change of character is the 
very retribution itself? If I am, so are they all. When 
I hear a limitarian brother professing to believe that righ- 
teous retributions are sometimes made the means of hum- 
bling the sinner, and bringing him to repentance, suppose 
I should ask him why he should “ so torture our mother 
tongue as to call such a happy change a glerious retribu- 
tion ;’’—-would he not reasonably conclude that I meant 
to torture his patience with my unmeaning questions ? 
S. COBB. 
[To be concluded. } 


Gentleness to be assumed, as the ornament of every 
Age and Station ; but to be distinguished from pol- 
ished or affected manners. 

Aided by such considerations, let.us cultivate that gen- 
tle wisdom which is, in so many respects, important both 
to eur duty and our happiness. Let us assume it as the 
ornament of every age, and of every station. Let it tem- 
per the petulance of youth, and soften the moroseness of 
old age. Let it mitigate authority in those who rule, and 
promote deference among those who obey. I conclude 
with repeating the caution, not to mistake for true gentle- 
ness, that flimsy imitation of it, called polished manners, 
which often, among the men of the world, under a smooth 
appearance, conceals much asperity. Let yours be native 
gentleness of heart, flowing from the love of God, and the 
love of man: Unite this amiable spirit, with a proper 
zeal for all that is right, and just, and true. Let piety be 
combined in your character with humanity, Let deter- 
mined’ integrity dwell in a mild and gentle breast A 
character thus supperted, will command more respect than 
can be procured by the most shining accomplishments, 
when separated from virtue. Blair. 


The American Academy of Arts and Sciences, at a 
meeting held at their room in the Athenwum on Friday 
last, appointed the Rev. President Krrxianp, their Vice 
President, to deliver a discourse in honor of the late Joun 
ApAms, who was for many years the President of the 
Academy. It is proposed that the discourse shall be de- 
livered on the 30th of October next, the anniversary of 
Mr. Adams’s birth, 


John Adams was born Oct. 19, 1785 ; Thomas Jeffer- 
sen, April 2, 17433; James Madison, March 5, 1750 ; 
James Monroe, 1759 ; Jobn Q. Adams, July 11, 1767. 
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LAYING THE CORNER STONE. 

On Monday July 10, 1826, the Corner Stone 
of the meeting house now erecting for the ac- 
commodation of the Universalist Society in thie 
town, was laid in the presence of a large and 
respectable assemblage of citizens, with appro- 

riate religious services. Prayers were offered 
o the Rey. Bens. Werrremorne, in a feryent and 
devout manner, in which the blessing of the Al- 
mighty Father of the Universe was invoked up- 
a this pious effort to establish a place of wor- 
ship in this ancient town, where the religion of 
his Son should be preached with freedom, sim- 
plicity, purity and power. 

A silver plate with the following inscriptions, 
To the One Immortal, Invisible, Independent, All-con- 
trolling, Un-controlled 
JEHOVAH, 

Known to the Jews as the God of Abraham, and to) 


A 


UNIVERSALIST 


Owper or Seayices.— Wednesday Morning. 
Introductory Prayer, by rR: Sieceer : 
mon, by Br, George Bates, from Zeph. lit 9 

Concluding Prayer, by Br, Zenas ‘Thompson. 

AFTERNOON Senvice.—Introductory Prayer, by 
Br. Sylyanus Cobb; Sermon, by br. William A, 
Drew, from Heb, xi, 1, 2; Concluding Prayer, 
by Br. R. Streeter. 

Eyexing Seryice, -—Introductory by 
Br.George Bates ; Sermon, by Br.Zen 
son, from Matt. xiv. 20; Concluding Prayer, by 
Br. William A. Drew. 

The Committee appointed to examine appli- 


Prayer, 


cants for Fellowship and Ordination, reported But they rose on the wings of the jubilee shout, 


in favour of granting Letters of Fellowship to 

Brs. John B. Dods. and Frederick A. Hodson, of 

Levant, as preachers of the Gospel of Christ. 
Thursday morning, June 29, 


MAGAZINE, 


Ser-| 


" Thomp- But they went on their country’s ‘ glorious day,’’ 


From the Phileas Gazette. 
_ ADAMS AND JEFFERSON, 


; Daur have gone to their rest, full of honors and yeart, 


_ Each crowned with his wreath of glory, 

Embalmed in the dew of a nation’s tears, 
And eternized in Liberty’s story. 

They sunk no: ia gloom and in darkness away, % 
As it were in the night-time of honor, a 


r-— @ 
f-"t: 2 


~- 
- 


On the day which their labours had won her. : 
No chariot of fire was ordered out, . we sd 
Thro’ clouds its pathway wending, 
Which from millions of lips was ascending. - 4 
Had they searched thro’ the days from their country’s 
prime, 4 


Which fifty long years saw flyiug, 


Voted, To accept the Report of the Executive | They could not have chosen a moment of time, 


Christians, as the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour} Committee, in relation to the publication of the | So meet for a patriot’s dying. 


Jesus Christ. For his worship and service this building is | 
erected by the Believers in his Universal Grace; honestly / 
Owning ourselyes as Dissenters, not only from the Church 
of Rome, but from the Traditions of our Fathers. Taking | 
the Law and the Testimony, we look to Christ as the Head | 
of every man and our Divine Instrucior. And while we | 
humbly look for light from on high, we desire to regard the 
ree of the great Apoatle of the Gentiles, and the pious 

obinson, to follow them no farther than they followed | 
Christ. 

** The Lord reigneth, let the Earth rejoice.” 
AMEN. 


“ Christian Visitant,” 
A. Drew. 


Voted, That the publication of the Christian | 


Visitant be continued, under the patronage of 
this Association. 


Voted, That Br William A. Drew superin-/ Their end has crowned a race, which was run _ 


tend the publication of the Christian Visitant, 


and that he be authorized to enhance the price, | Like the gorgeous set of a summer day’s sun, 


not exceeding eight mills, on each copy of the 


same. 
Voted, That the thanks of this Association be 


presented by Br. William , 


O well from the scenes of earth might they cease, 
And give their names to story,— ei 
O well might they now depart in peace, ” 


Having seen their country’s glory. sis 
. 
With an ardent and true devotion— a 


When he sinks in the diamond ocean, 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


“Frrsr Untversauist Society, 


IN 
PLYMOUTH, Mass. 

Organized, March Tenth, Anno Domini, mpccexxt. 
Incorporated, February, Anno Domini, mpcccxxv1. 
This House is erected in the Year 

er Spe ° - - - rccpccexxyr. | ligencer. 
ee LS mpceexxvi./ Onper or Seryices.——Introductory Prayer, by 
pain A orenaearer 274 7, S| Br. Wm. A. Drew, Sermon, by Br. J. B. Dods, 
. Building Committee, from Col. i. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20; Concluding 
Dawret, Jackson, Jr. Samver Doren, James} Prayer, by Br. G. Bates. 
Braprorp, Isaac Barnes, Finney Leacn. Arrennoon Senvice.—Introductory Prayer, by 
Wiit:aM Brown, Clerk. | Br. J. B. Dods; Sermon, by Br. R. Streeter, 
Jacop & Auner S. Tayior, Builders.” from 1 Jobn, vy. 3; Concluding Prayer, by Br. 
inclosed in a lead box, with a copy of the re-| 5. Cobb. : 
cords of the Society, the Massachusetts Regisier,| Voted in Council, That Br. G. Bates superin- 
for 1826, with several periodical publications, | tend the publishing of the minutes of this Asso- 
was presented by the Chairman of the building] Ciation, and accompany them with a Circular 
committee to the contracting builders, and by | Letter in the Christian Intelligencer. 
them deposited in the stone which was placed Voted, That this Association be adjourned, to 
at the north-east corner of the buildiog. After, meet, by Divine permission, at Livermore, in 
which an Address was pronounced by the Rey.| the County of Oxford, on the last Wednesday & 
James H. Buceex, well adapted to the occasion, ) Thursday in June, 1827. 
breathing the pure spirit of Christian beneyo-}| The Council was then closed; Prayer, by 
lence, which gained the attention of the assem-| Br. G. Bates. 
bled auditory.— Plymouth Old Col. Memorial. 


presented to the Executive Committee, for their 
assiduity and faithfulness in discharging their 
arduous duties for the past year. 

Voted, That the Report of the Executive 
Committee be published in the Christian Intel- 


Maker of worlds, thy works declare ok 
Thy wisdom and thy power} - 
Sustain’d by thy protecting care, 

Do thee all worlds adore. 

Through vast infinitude extends 

Thy wise, resistless sway ; 

And on that goodness all depends, 

V hich never knows decay. 

Faruer of man, thy child inspire 

To know the One Supreme ; 

And satisfy the vast desire, 

Which from thy spirit came. 

From error’s dreams, of wild affright, 
Despairing minds redeem 3; 

And, by thy everlasting light, 

May truth divine be seen. 

Unvei thy lovely face. that we, 

Who here despairing mourn, 
May catch a glimpse, O God, of thee, 
And 1o thy love return. 

Plant in our hearts that holy seed, 
And bless the shoot divine, 

Whose fruit the hungry soul shall feed, 
And yield a gen’rous wine. ; 

Then ev’ry power, by us possess’d, E 
Submissive to thy will, : 
Shall, by thy favour, Lord, be bless’d, 
And in thy spirit dwell. 


Russert Srreeter, Moderator. 


Georce Bates, Clerk. 
Zenxas Tuompson, .dssistant Clerk. 


Minutes of the Eastern Association, 
ft us Session in June, 1826. 


Honors to the Dead.--Mr. Webster will deliver 
The Annual Meeting of the Eastern Associa-|an Eulogy on Adams and Jefferson, on Wednes- 
tion of Universalists convened at the house of|day, the 2d of August, in Faneuil Hall. A pro- 
Capt. N. Bachelder, in Union, (Me.) June 28,/cession will be formed at the State House, the 
$826, and united in prayer with Br. S. Cobb. |order of which will hereafter be made known 
Orcanizep THE Counctt, to the public. 
Ist. By choosing Br. R. Streeter, Moderator. 
2). By choosing Br. George Bates, Clerk. 
3d. By choesing Be. Zenas Thompson, Assist- 


Balfour’s Second Inquiry. 


. : This day published ‘An Inquiry into the scriptural dec- 
The oldest warrior in the world.—-There is now | trine concerning the Devil and Satan . and into the extent 
living in Edgartown, Mass. the oldest warrior |} of duration, expressed by the terms olim, aon and aionios 
ant Clerk. perhaps now in the world, Capt. Peter Prasr. a cen eat. ok ceen the tae aaea 
. a Appointed Brs. R- Streeter, S. Cobb, and | He was a cabin boy in the fleet which went with wi kina CSalieade glace \ieoens Sliced 
. Bates, a committee to receive requests for}General Pepperell, at the taking of Cape Bre-| and Lord’s Book Store, Waskington-Street, Baker & Al- 
-Lefters of Fellowsbip and Ordination. ton, in 1745. He has his reason, and is able to|exander’s Auction Room, Cornlill-Square, and at the 
5th. Read Letters from several Societies, and} walk a mile without resting. Office of the Universalist Magazine, Province House Row, 
received the certificates of the Delegates. , Boston. And Py. 9 cane atte Sian reer >| 
6th. Voted, That the First Universalist Socie-|- At the recent grand ball in Paris, for the be- Charlestown. _ }'riee, board paper hdty oye sepaie 
¥ ak rohrp = - i wore Society nefit of the Greeks, 4 the vengrabiadicn. Lafay- euaitaena aacieiaten ee legge ype it 
» Th m isfon, be received into Fe. owship with] ette,” says a letter, ** was received by the ©om-) (ell in the common version. Bourd $1,25, boards $1. 
this Association. pany as a father would be amidst lus cluidreim’ | Also a few copies of his Answer to Mr. Sabine, 50 cents. 


a 


